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The Social Sciences University of Ankara 
(ASBÜ) is the �rst university in Turkey that 
focuses exclusively on research and education 
in social sciences and humanities. As part of 
ASBÜ, the Institute for Eastern and African 
Studies (DOAF) conducts research on African 
and Asian (East, South and Southeast Asian) 
countries, develops projects, organizes 
conferences/colloquium series, and provides 
graduate education. Involving courses in 
international relations, economics, sociology 
and other �elds, our multidisciplinary 
programs also o�er regional languages, 
including Arabic, Chinese, French and 
Japanese. DOAF’s vision is to become a 
prominent regional institute by conducting 
applied research, educating future 
academic/policy experts and contributing to 
“South-South cooperation.* 
 

We are looking forward to receiving your 
applications to our pioneering graduate 
programs.

* South-South cooperation is “a process 
whereby two or more developing countries 
pursue their individual and/or shared national 
capacity development objectives through 
exchanges of knowledge, skills, resources and 
technical know-how and through regional 
and interregional collective actions, including 
partnerships involving Governments, regional 
organizations, civil society, academia and the 
private sector, for their individual and/or 
mutual bene�t within and across regions.” 
(source: United Nations 2016). 

SOCIAL SCIENCES UNIVERSITY OF ANKARA
INSTITUTE FOR EASTERN AND AFRICAN STUDIES

The Social Sciences University of Ankara 
(SSUA) is the first university in Turkey that 
exclusively focuses on research and 
education in social sciences and humanities. 
As part of SSUA, the Institute for Area Studies 
(ASBEN) addresses inter/regional issues with 
its multidisciplinary graduate programs, 
publications, research projects and academic 
events. The Institute has five departments for 
its current and future Master’s programs 
(African Studies, American Studies, Asian 
Studies, European Studies, Turkic World 
Studies) and a sixth department for its 
doctoral programs (Area Studies). ASBEN’s 
vision is to become a prominent research and 
educational institute by producing academic 
and applied knowledge.
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Master of Arts in African Studies 
(with thesis) 



M.A. in African Studies (with thesis)

Our Master’s programs in African Studies (with thesis) (English/Turkish) aim to provide a 
multidisciplinary background on Africa. The curriculum of each program includes three 
compulsory and four elective courses and a seminar. Our students are also o�ered regional 
language courses as extra electives. 

Afrika Çalışmaları tezli (Türkçe/İngilizce) yüksek lisans programlarının amacı Afrika üzerine çoklu 
disiplinli donanım kazandırmaktır. Her programın müfredatı üç zorunlu ve dört seçmeli ders ile 
seminerden oluşmaktadır. Ayrıca, öğrencilerimiz ek seçmeli dersleriyle bölge dillerini öğrenme 
imkanına sahiptirler.



M.A. in African Studies - English (with thesis), Compulsory Courses: 

 •

 

Area Studies: Theory and Method

 

 •

 

Research Methods and Publication Ethics 

 •

 

Africa in World Politics

 •

 

Seminar

M.A. in African Studies - English (with thesis), Elective Courses: 

 

• Political History of Africa

 

•

 

Political Economy of Development in Africa

 

•

 

Africa and Civilization: Theories and Representations

 

•

 

Religious Movements in Africa

 

•

 

Contemporary Studies on African Migration

 

• Identity Politics and Regional Stability in Africa

 

• Comparative Politics of Sub-Saharan Africa

 

•

 

Comparative Politics of North Africa

 

• Critical Approaches to Anthropology and Colonialism

 
• African Security

 • Advanced International Relations Theories 

 •
 
International Organizations in Africa

 • International Law: African Cases

 • Free Elective (from other graduate programs)



Master of Arts in Asian Studies 
(with thesis)



M.A. in Asian Studies (with thesis) 

Our Master’s programs in Asian Studies (with thesis) (English/Turkish) aim to provide a 
multidisciplinary background on Asia. The curriculum of each program includes three 
compulsory and four elective courses and a seminar. Our students are also o�ered regional 
language courses as extra electives.



M.A. in Asian Studies - English (with thesis), Compulsory Courses:

  

• Area Studies: Theory and Method

 

•

 

Research Methods and Publication Ethics 

 

•

 

Asia in World Politics

 

•

 

Seminar 

M.A. in Asian Studies - English (with thesis), Elective Courses:

 

• Political History of Asia

 

• Migration in Asia

 

• Political Economy of Development in Asia 

 

• Comparative Politics of East Asia

 

• Comparative Politics of South Asia

 
• Comparative Politics of Southeast Asia 

 
• Asian Security 

 
• International Organizations in Asia

 • International Law: Asian Cases

 • Free Elective (from other graduate programs)



Ph.D. in Area Studies



Our doctoral programs in Area Studies (English/Turkish) aim to train the next generation 
of academic researchers. The curriculum of each program includes compulsory theory 
and research methods courses, five elective courses (three to be selected from a specific 
regional module) and a seminar. Our doctoral students are also required to take a regio-
nal language course for at least four semesters. 

Ph.D. in Area Studies



Ph.D. in Area Studies - Compulsory Courses:  
• Area Studies: Theory and Method 

•

 

Research Methods and Publication Ethics  

•

 

Regional Language 

•

 

Seminar

Ph.D. in Area Studies - Elective Course Modules:

Ph.D. in Area Studies - Sample Module (Asian Studies):

 

 
• African Studies

 
• Asian Studies

 
• European Studies

 • Turkic World Studies

 • American Studies

 Asia in World Politics  

 Political History of Asia

 Political Economy of Asia 

 Comparative Politics of East Asia

 Comparative Politics of South Asia

 

 

•

 

•

 
•

 
•

  • 

 Comparative Politics of Southeast Asia 

 Contemporary Issues in Asia

 Free Elective (from other graduate programs)

•

•

• 

 

 

For more information about our programs and application requirements, please visit:
https://www.asbu.edu.tr/en
https://asben.asbu.edu.tr/en



Faculty

Prof. Dr. Şebnem AKÇAPAR
Ph.D.: Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Social and Cultural Anthropology 

Prof. Dr. Akif Argun AKDOĞAN
Ph.D.: Middle East Technical University, Political Science and Public Administration

Prof. Dr. Onur Ender ASLAN
Ph.D.: Ankara University, Political Science and Public Administration 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa ÇUFALI
Ph.D.: University of Nottingham, Political Science and Public Administration

Prof. Dr. Erol KAHVECİ
Ph.D.: University of Bristol, Sociology

Prof. Dr. Ali Osman KURT
Ph.D.: Ankara University, History of Religions

Prof. Dr. Ejder OKUMUŞ
Ph.D.: Marmara University, Philosophy and Religion Studies / Sociology of Religion

Prof. Dr. Sutay YAVUZ
Ph.D.: Hacettepe University, Economic and Social Demography

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Metin ATMACA
Ph.D.: Freiburg University, History

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Gürol BABA
Ph.D.: Australian National University, International Relations/Political History 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Murat BAYAR
Ph.D.: University of Georgia, Political Science

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mürsel BAYRAM
Ph.D.: Kırıkkale University, International Relations

Prof. Dr. Enver ARPA
Ph.D.: Ankara University, Basic Islamic Studies



Faculty

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Meryem HAKİM 
Ph.D.: İhsan Doğramacı Bilkent University, International Relations

Asst. Prof. Dr. Filiz Tutku AYDIN
Ph.D.: University of Toronto, Political Science

Asst. Prof. Dr. Ayşe GÜÇ
Ph.D.: Australian Catholic University, Intercultural Studies

Asst. Prof. Dr. Evrim TÜRKÇELİK
Ph.D.: Autonomous University of Madrid, History

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zeynep Burcu UĞUR
Ph.D.: Tilburg University, Economics

Asst. Prof. Dr. Kadir Onur UNUTULMAZ
Ph.D.: University of Oxford, Social and Cultural Anthropology

Asst. Prof. Dr. Resul YALÇIN
Ph.D.: University of Exeter, Political Science and International Relations 

Asst. Prof. Dr. Seval YAMAN
Ph.D.: Ankara University, Political Science

Asst. Prof. Dr. Seda Erkoç YENİ 
Ph.D.: İhsan Doğramacı Bilkent University, History

Instructor Dr. Yusuf AVCI
Ph.D.: University of She�ield, East Asian Studies

Instructor Dr. Tuba DUMAN
Ph.D.: Selçuk University, Sociology

Instructor Dr. Gökberk DURMAZ
Ph.D.: University of Tsukuba, International Relations

Asst. Prof. Dr. Hatice ÇELİK 
Ph.D.: Middle East Technical University, Area Studies



CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

CONTACT

Institute for Area Studies
Social Sciences University of Ankara

Hukumet Meydani No:2, Sumerbank, Ulus/Altındag
06030, Ankara / TURKEY   

Web: https://asben.asbu.edu.tr/en 
Tel: +90 (312) 596.4444 (ext. 4741 / 6712)
E-mail: asben@asbu.edu.tr
   @ASBEN_ASBU

The rise of developing countries at the global scale has amplified the need to study di�erent 
regions from various aspects. ASBEN’s Master’s programs o�er multidisciplinary curricula to future 
regional experts, while our doctoral programs aim to train the next generation of academic 
researchers. Our students combine strong research and language skills with regional backgrounds 
in order to pursue careers at public, private and international institutions, as well as civil society 
organizations.





Institute for Area Studies

https://asben.asbu.edu.tr


